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T.KGRND 


A bout the year 1323 Gediminas the ruler of Lithuania, was out hunt- 
ing one day accompanied by the nobility of his court. Many servants 
and beaters with large packs of hounds were in his train. Alarmed b}'' the 
unusual movement, all gnimals of the forest, big and small,, listened, to the 
terrifying clamor that had invaded the peaceful calm of their domain, 
and in mortal fear, scurried into the thicket. Yet the hunters were^ clever 
and experienced, their noble horses were mettlesome, jgind their arrows 
never missed the aim. ‘Many wild animals were killed. The most magnifi- 
cent bison was bagged by the ruler himself. While pursuing this king of 
the Lithuanian forests, Gediminas happened to come to the top of a high 
mountain situated at an angle formed by the rivers .Neris and Vil- 
n e 1 e. Delighted with the wonderful view that the mountain’s peak offer- 
ed, Gediminas ordered the camp pitched at this spot. At once fires were 
kindled for cooking and furs spread out for the night’s rest. Tired by the 
exertions of the day, Gediminas soon was sound asleep and had a strange 
dream. It seemed to him he beheld an iron wolf standing on the top of 
this mountain uttering such piercing howls as though hundreds of wolves 
were simultaneously raising their voices. •In the morning, Gediminas told 
his courtiers about this dream but they were unable to explain it. Then 
he sent for the High Priest (Kriviu Krivaitis) of the near-by sanctuary of. 






Perktinas the Thunderer who attentively listened to the King’s narration 
o£ the dream, then profoundly bowing and stroking his long white beard 
spoke as follows: 

— Sire, the iron wolf signifies a large and mighty city, the howling 
means the clamor that will arise from it reaching far beyond the coun- 
try’s borders and proclaiming through long centuries the glorj^ of Li- 
thuania. 

Well pleased with the interpretation of his dream, Gediminas after his 
return to Kernave, his residence, summoned many craftsmen ordering them 
to erect a strong castle on the top of that mountain. When the castle was 
completed, he shifted his residence there, by this move giving the signal 
for the construction of the new capital of his country. 

This is as far as the legend goes about the foundation of Vilnius. 



Opposite : Painted by Andriolli, 19 th. Cent. 

Gediminas (on Horse-bade) inspects the building of the Upper Castle. The Head~priest 
yyKrwiu Krivaitis*‘ is' seen benedicting the Construction 



REVIEW OF HISTORY 


F rom informatjon derived from historic sources however, it may be 
maintained that the foundation of Vilnius {lVilna,Wihioy) occurred at 
'a much earlier date. The first historic reports of Vilnius mention the town 
already in 1323, when Grand Duke Gediminas (1316 — 1341) issued 
from the city his invitations to craftsmen and traders of Western Europe. 
As ruler of a pagan country, Gediminas promised them freedom of trade 
and freedom of religion in addition to other privileges. The same year, 
he addressed from Vilnius a letter to Pope John XXII. complaining 
about the Teutonic Order of Knights’ invasion of his country. He de- 
clared himself disposed to become a Christian and asked the Pope for his 
support against the Order. Two more letters of Gediminas have come 
unto our days directed to the Franciscan and the Dominican Fri- 
ars in Saxony informing them of the fact that churches were built at 
his town of Vilnius {hi civitate nostra regia Vilna . . .) and at Naugar- 
dukas (N oivogrodek), and requesting them to send monks there. 

The favorable geographic and political situation of the town and the 
growth of the Lithuanian State during the Middle Ages were the best 
prerequisite for a rapid and favourable de%^elopment of her capital city. 
Being at the intersection of tlie most important roads that link the West 
and the North-East, Vilnius greatly attracted throughout the centuries 
the two widely diverging civilizations of the Latin and B 3 ’'zantine worlds. 
Moreover, being the capital of Lithuania, Vilnius became the center of 
the political and cultural life of the whole country. It even grew in im- 
portance when, in 1387, Lithuania accepted Christianity much 
to the annoyance of the Order of St. Mary’s Teutonic Knights and the 
Livonian Brothers of the Sword {Fratres Militiae Christi). 

In parentheses are the German or Slavic names usally found on maps 
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Russia, Lithuania’s eastern neighbor, had. not }"et been organi*zed as a 
unitary state; she led her own life within the Byzantine sphere of civili- 
zation. 

Since the days of King Mjndaugas (1230 — 1253/ and Grand Duke 
Gediminas, Vilnius as well as the whole of Lithuania had made rapid 
progress. Today, it can be stated without exaggeration that at that time, 
Lithuania constituted the only barrier against the onset of the 
Slav-Tatar inundation as well as against the Germanic thrust towards the 
North East. 

Considering these circumstances, me name of Vilnius embodies the Eu-* 
ropean history of that time. Hardly one hundred years after the legendary 
foundation of the city, Vilnius had grown to be the biggest and most in- 
fluential capital of Eastern Europe. The borders of Lithuania extended 
from the Baltic to the Black Sea, and it is only natural that Vilnius, being 
the capital of the vast and powerful newly organized state, developed by 
leaps and bounds. 

In 1387, Vilnius was granted the Miigdeburg city-freedom. The 
duty on cereals, furs, wines, etc. were no longer to flow into the Grand 
Duke’s privy purse, but to go to the benefit of the treasury of the town. 

On various occasions the town was sieged by the Teutonic Knights ’of 
St. Mary. A particular)’^ well known siege occurred in 1392, when the Teu- 
tonic Knights led by Magister (kinrad Wallenrod and supported by Lord 
Derby, the later King Henry the Vlth of England, again attacked Vilnius. 
Due to the fact that it had not yet been surrounded by town walls (con- 
struction of its walls was started only in 1503), the sieges caused heavy 
damages. At that time the Castle ^vas the only fortified section of the town. 

Particularly striking was the increasing importance of Vilnius under 
the reign of Vytautas the Great (1392 — 1430). He invited craftsmen 
of ail Western European countries to his state-and initiated brisk commer- 
cial relations with the towns of the German Hanseatic League, as well as 
with the Scandinavian countries and the occupied Russian territories. Sub- 
sequently an important trade route developed through Poland and Bo- 
hemia which led to Austria and Hungary. These commercial connections 
gained oonsiderable importance when the Turks, after 1453, blocked the 
ancient trade routes to Asia Minor and as a result, the old commercial 
centers on the Mediterranean coast, lost their previous dominant position. 
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jp i432. Grand Duke Zigmantas Keistutaitis (1432 — 1440) 
granred ne\v' prix-ilegcb lo the lown Vlinius, the Alunicipality became now 
independent from the Grand Duke’s officials, and obtained exemption 
from customs, and also the right of free trading. On Vil- 
nius was moreo'.er bestowed the right of weighing the goods on arrival 
and of le\’ying duties on them. These privileges were affirmed and even 
increased in 1441 by Grand Duke Kasimier as (1440 — 1492). Twice 
a year international fairs were held at Vilnius, and merchants from all 
ovej' Europe used to flock to these occasions. During the XVth and the 
XVIth centuries, Vilnius showed extraordinary progress and was adorned 
with magnificent buildings. 

Of essential importance to the cultural life of Vilnius was the arrival 
of the Jesuits in 1569 f'cf. chapter on history of artk 

The subsequent vicissitudes in the political development of Lithuania 
however, brought about in time a crisis to the town itself, 
resulting from the closer co-operation wTth Poland. 
This new situation was initiated in 13 8 5 with the mar- 
riage of the Lithuanian Grand Duke Jogaila (founder of the so- 
called Jagiellonian Dynasty) to Queen Jadviga of Poland, an 
offspring of the famous French family of Anjou. Pursuant to the gra- 
dually crystallizing tradition, the Grand Duke of Lithuania was elected 
King of Poland, and this custom was continued even after the Jagiel- 
lonian Dynasty had become extinct. With this close relationship, the life of 
the Lithuanian State assumed a twofold rhythm, and although the indepen- 
dence of Lithuania had been established by treaty, further centers of pub- 
lic administration came into being at Cracow and at Warsaw, as well as 
at Vilnius. It was only owing to the weight of the Lithuanian Power within 
the frame -of the political life of Europe, and thanks to the efforts of some 
Lithuanian Grand Dukes that the growth of Vilnius lasted and continued. 

In 15 69 the Lithuanian -Polish Union was established at Lublin. 

The increasing anarchy of feudalism and the arbitrariness of the land- 
lords (in Polish: s%lachta)j together with the degradation of the peasantry 
reached their peak at that time. In the circles of the landlords the dif- 
fusion of Polish and French — the fashionable languages of the aristo- 
cracy of those days continually increased. The big landlords and the 
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From old Vilnius Documents. Great Seal of Vytantas the Great {1392 — 1430) and of 
Grand Duke Zigmantas Keistufaitis (1432 — 1440, right) 


dignitaries took no care at all of the public weal, running instead into 
internal quarrels and discords. This tendency continued for a 
long time. As a i'esult, Lithuania lost a great many of her most gifted sons, 
and this is why men like Tadas KasciuSka (Tadeusz Kosciuszko), 
Adorn as Mickevicius (Adam Micklewicz) and many other persona- 
lities, who originally were of Lithuanian descent, and during all their 
lifetime had striven for the common cause of Lithuania and Poland, used 
the Polish language and manners of expression. Their achievements be- 
nefited mostly Poland and nowadays they are labeled in all encyclope- 
dias as outstanding Poles. 

Meanwhile the right of Veto had been introduced in the Lithuano- 
Polish Diets and owing to this the Lithuanian Grand Duke, respectively 
the Polish King-), was no longer able to have any salutary law passed 

The Lithuanian Grand Dukes were crowned at Vilnius, and the Polish Kings at 
Cracow and, later on, at Warsaw. On the death of their King, the Poles used to choose 
the Lithuanian Grand Duke as their ruler. After the Jagielloniah Dynasty had become 
extinct, the common sovereign was designated by the joint Council of Electors of the 
two countries. In spite of the union, each of the States retained its distinct sovereignty 
and had its separate army, treasury, legislation etc. 





or carried uut. Any landlord^ — no matter how big or small — had 
the legal power to th\\art such laws. Not for long were the big neigh- 
bor’s of the Lithuano - Polish State inactive during the developing chaos, 
tliev soon endeavored in ever increasing measure, to obtain influence 
f)n the internal affairs of the Union by means of bribed or purchased 
members of Parliament. The final consequence was the complete par- 
tition of Lithuania and Poland in 1795: the two countries were 
occupied by Russia, Prussia, and Austria. The major part of Li- 
thuania, comprising Vilnius, was annexed to Russia, and therewith began 
the first great period of occupation, which was to last for 120 years, 
from 1795 to 1915. 

During this period, the name of Vilnius was stricken from the list of 
splendid and important European towns. 

Important and worthy of mention in the course of this long occupation, 
is the transformation of the Academy of Vilnius, founded in 1579, into 
a University in 1803. This institute of science later contributed to a 
vast extent to the development of the movementforLithuanianin- 
dependence and rebirth. In its old tradition and dignity, it ranked 
with the finest universities in ^JJ/cstern Europe, such as Oxford and Got- 
tingen. Among its professors and students were -many of the Lithuanian 
heroes, scientists, poets, etc. (Historian Simanas Daukantas, Bishop Mo- 
tiejus Valancius, authors Simonas StaneviCius, Adonias Mickevidus- 
Mickievvicis, etc.). Although some of them wrote their works in Polish, 
their spirit and their research of the history of Lithuania proved an im- 
portant factor in the rising of the Lithuanian movement for independence. 
Scientific research established that Lithuanian was theoldest and most 
profuse of the European tongues. Beside Lithuania’s even foreign 
scientists began to appreciate the language and history of Lithuania, and 
the Lithuanian language was again recognized. It is only natural that 
this movement brought forth a loud echo, in particular at Vilnius^, and 
especially in connection with the national movement in Samogytia 
(Zemaitija, Northern part of Lithuania). This at long last brought about 
the restoration of a free Lithuania, after Russia had been vanquished in 
World War 1. 

Likewise worthy of mention is the fact that a Polish national 
movement became active at Vilnius early in the 19 th century. 



From old Vilnhs Documents. State Seal on Document of March 27, i^^o,(left) 
and on Document of January 12, 1646 


After the partition in 1795, the Russian occupied territory of Poland was 
left without a cultural center. The only academy at Cracow'^) was unable 
to meet the people’s growing demand for education and found it almost 
beyond its capacity to cover the requirements of the district of Galicia. The 
cultural center of Warsaw was held by the Prussians. For this reason, as 
well as due to the traditional relations existing between Lithuania and Po- 
land, many renowned scholars ithe brothers Sniadecki, Lelevel, 
Slovacki etc.) and other leading men, sought and found a safe refuge at 
Vilnius and its university. The social conditions of that time-^), as well as 
the influence of Romanticism and the favorable political circumstances 
were propitious for the development of the Polish movement which, how- 
ever, in some respects was detrimental to Vilnius and Lithuania. Given 
ample support by Adam Czartoryski, the Vilnius commissioner for 
education, and with the help of the Polish freemasons’ lodge, they 
set out to spread the Polish language. Czartoryski, a very wealthy Polish 
magnate had spent his childhood days at Petrograd with Alexander, who 

The highschool at Warsaw was founded in 1817 

The bondage system only was abolished after the second insurrection which look 
place in 1863 



, .is Jj'.tT bviojinc CzaL- .Vlexanclcr the First. The Czar placed his special 
conlKlcpcc hi i'.is *\):mcr playmate 'vhich enabled him to provide favour- 
able oaiditions io.- Jic pn^nugaiion of the Polish language at the schools 
and .it ibi. usiiversitv :at the latter, lectures in Polish were introduced and 
plaeed .j'l the same level as Latin K As a result some of the lower land- 
lords iii>o adopted this language to some extent, but the people as a 
’A' !i 1 e remained true to their old Lithuanian traditions. 
But the spread of the Polish language onl}^ reflected the social 
\\ii\ of thinking and the uni on -idea, as well as the common 
trend of the romanticistic movement. The Polish mo- 
vement did not concern the question as to who was to rule over both na- 
tions or who could claim Vilnius for himself. In the propagation 
of its aims it avoided however, the narrow-minded point of view the Po- 
les are taking in our days'*). The Lithuanian-Polish movement was foun- 
ded on the historical fate of bpth nations and their desire for free- 
dom: it was based on the common goal of independence from Rus- 
sia. Adomas Mickevirius, a Vilnius University student, whom the Poles 
consider their greatest poet, certainly knew what he meant to impart when 
he exclaimed: „Lithuania, my country, my fatherland! Only those will 
ever understand you who had to leave you behind, for you mean life and 
health to me “ 

In spite of the favorable conditions prevailing at that time for the poloni- 
zatioii of Vilnius, the statistics, collected prior to 1861, show that of 
136 710 inhabitants living in the town and county of Vilnius 60,7 f/o were 
Lithuanians, 34,5 t'/o Poles, 3,5 ‘'o White Russians and 1,3 o/o Russians. These 
figures, however, do not give the correct number of Poles as can be 
established by study and examination of the statistical records of 
the existing population groups (the ruling class of the big landlords, 
owners of medium-sized estates, small landowners, and serfs). Such 
close examination will reveal that the poionized and the partly polonized 
group (adherents to the union-idea) could lay claim to 0,5 o/o big land- 
lords and 9,4 'Vo owners of medium-sized estates. Accordingly, the 34,5 o/o 
stated for the Poles was arrived at by including in 'this figure a 
portion of the smaller landowners who, in follwing the custom of that 
rime, had learned, the Polish language, and a great num- 

®) W.Wielhorski, Doc. Dr.: „PoJska a Litwa“, London 1947. 




Great Seal of the Academy of Vilnius (founded 13^9) and of the Supreme Lithuantah 
School Board reformed 2j8j;right) 


b e r of Lithuanian Jews. Polish settlers and scientists taking np 
residence at Vilnius also were included in the indicated percentage. On 
the other hand, the statistical figures were not computed in accordance 
with the principle of nationalities but solely on the basis of 
whether the landlord had any knowledge of the Polish 
language. 

The Russian attempts to russianize Vilnius and the surrounding counti*y 
also failed because of the shortage of teachers and efficient 
leaders, capable of carrying out such a program. It was only after the best 
Lithuanians had been hanged or deported to Siberia and many others had 
fled abroad afterthecollapseoftherevoltsof 183 land 1863, 
that the Russians gained a firmer footing in Lithuania. 

A quite special epoch seemed to dawn for Vilnius in 1812, when 
Napoleon with his Great Army entered the city on June 28th, carrying 
the call for liberty with his ulterior penetration into Russia. At 
Vilnius the able-bodied men thronged to take up arms, glowing with 
eagerness to fight the Muscovite subjugators. But Napoleon’s plans were 
illfated: five months later, on November 23rd, he hurried back through 
Vilnius, accompanied but by two of his henchmen; he stayed there hardly 
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for hveiilv minutes, and then hastened onward via Kaunas and Prussia to 
Paris. Shortly afterwards the Great Army flowed back, beaten, starving 
and halffrozen. At \’'ilnius, robbery and plundering on the part of the de- 
moralized soldiery became frequent. The hospitals, churches, and cloi- 
sters were crowded with wounded and dying warriors. The failure of the 
Napoleonic march had annihilated the budding independence 
of Lithuania. On November 28th, 1812, Vilnius was once again occu- 
pied by Pusslan troops. 

Under the new occupation Vilnius could take fresh breath only in cul- 
tural respect, and the center of this tendency was the University. But 
even this situation was not destined to last long, because after the Li- 
thuanu-Poiish revolt of 1831, a severe persecution started. Churches, 
cloisters, schools and other places of education were closed, many 
leading personalities were deported to Siberia, and finally, in 1832, the 
U n i \' e r s i t y was shut, \\ith the exception only of the Paciilties 
of JMedicine and Theology. The latter was afterwards changed into an 
Academy of Theology. In 1842, the Faculty of Medicine was likewise abo- 
lished and the whole property of the University, including the rich li- 
brary^), was removed to the University of Kiev. In the same year, the 
Academy of Theology was transferred to St. Petersburg, the present 
Leningrad. 

The first revolt was followed by a second more illfated one 
in 18 63, henceforth, condemning Vilnius to a quiet, dreaming and for- 
gotten provincial town of Russia. 

Shortly afterwards, in 1865, a ban of the press was pronounced, 
which lasted until 1904. Not only the printingofLithuanian books 
and newspapers was prohibited, even reading Lithuanian lite- 
rature was forbidden and punished. Many Lithuanians prominent in pu- 
blic life had to secretly cross the border, fleeing from the Czaristic per- 
secution, to seek a safe refuge. Most of them found refuge in the United 
States. Thus came into being, in that great free country, a Lithuanian co- 
lony, which by now has grown to almost one million souls, and a 
national, independent press. In Prussian Lithuania, Lithuanian pamphlets 
and books were printed; they were subsequently smuggled into the Rus- 
sian-occupied part of the country, where volunteers took care of their 


®) Today, the library of the Vilnius University comprises 350 000 volumes. 



distribution. Since the secret jDrinting places in Prussia were very far away 
from Vilnius, the Russian influence was more intense there, but imme- 
diately after the freedom of the press had been regained in 1904, Vilnius 
once again became a center where aspirations for a national rebirth de- 
veloped. On December 4-6, 1905, the Great Lithuanian Congress 
convened at Vilnius, 2000 representatives took part. The Congress de- 
manded full autonomy for Lithuania. Failing to achieve the goal, the 
Lithuanian movement for independence received however, fresh impulse 
from these efforts. 

At Vilnius, the first Lithuanian newspapers wese published (Piluiaus 
Zmiosj Vili'is, etc.), and in 1907, a Lithuanian Society of Sciences 
was promoted. The same year saw the Lithuanian Society of Fine Arts 
called into life (M. K. Ciurlionis, A. Varnas, etc.; every year, this society 
has staged most successful exhibitions of Lithuanian Art). National life 
was enjoying a splendid revival. 

Then came World War I, and, in 1915, Vilnius was occupied by Ger- 
man troops. On September 18-23, 1917, a National Conference was 
held at Vilnius, which elected a Lithuanian Council of twenty mem- 
bers who were to take care of the national interests. In its session of 
February 16th, 1918, the Lithuanian Council at Vilnius proclaimed 
to the world the reestablishment of Lithuania as an inde- 
pendent nation. 

After the* longlasting and oppressing period of occupation, Vilnius, the 
ancient capital of the country, regained its liberty, but the country, 
devastated and exploited during the war, was still weak and facing fut- 
ther threats from her neighbors, while organization of a Lithuanian 
army was only in its initial stage. On January 5th, 1919, Vilnius was 
taken by the Bolsheviks, who ravaged it for 105 days. In April of the 
same year, the town was taken by the Poles, wdio were at war with Russia 
for the defense of their independence. On July 14th, 1920, the Bolsheviks 
came back once more. Giving way to this new attack, the Lithuanian Gov- 
ernment had temporarily moved to Kaunas (Koiviio), from where the 
reconstruction of the new-born State was started. In this time of national 
emergency and calamity, Lithuanians at home and abroad, particular!}^ 
in the United States, joined forces in supporting with all available means 
the newly established state in its struggle to retain its independence. 
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Ill the Peace Treaty concluded with Soviet-Russia in 1920, the Boisii- 
eviks had pledged themselves to hand Vilnius back to Lithuania. Thev did 
so on August 27th, 1920, the Lithuanian army on that day assuming again 
the task of protecting the town. But this arrangement did not mean tho 
end of adversities for Lithuania and her capital: on October 9th, 1920, 
tiie Poles, disregarding the boundary agreement of Suval- 
kai (SinViilki) signed but two days prior, took the town by sur- 
prise , occupying it and surroundings* ). The blow was carried out by 
the allegedly „insurrectionist“ general Zeligowski. The Polish government 
planned to annex the whole of Lithuania but was prevented from doing so 
by the Military Mission of the League of Nations which intervened on 
the spot, ordering the cessation of hostilities, and fixing a temporary 
d e m a r c a t i 0 n - 1 i n e. 


LXErrxTVin oelegaczja: 
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SigTiMiins to the Siivalkiii (Suzi^'izlki) TtcuI)', concluded on October yth, 
IQ20, between Lithuania and Poland 


Still intent on annexing the territoiy in question, the Poles tried fo cover 
their act of arbitrariness with a cloak of apparent legality. In pursuance 
of its plans the Warsaw government improvised in 1922 a Diet which 
decreed the annexation to Poland of a strip of Lithuanian soil named bv 
them „Central Lithuania*' (in Polish: Litiva Srodhowa). In judging this 
act, the fact must not be overlooked that the real owners of the region, 
the Lithuanians, assisted by the Jews, did not interv-ence in the Diet (on 
February 20th, 1922). 

' ) Lithuania lost a total of 12000 sq. miles, housing a population of more than 1000000. 
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At Geneva, the Commission of the League of Nations motioned to settle 
the border dispute in accordance with the two awards proposed by Mr. 
Hvmans, then Belgian Foreign Minister, but both parties involved rejected 
this decision. In 1923, the Conference of Ambassadors in which 
Polish influence was strongly felt as a result of the manufactured decision 
of the so-called Litnm Srodkoiv^a Assembly, I'ccognized the status quo which 
was decidedly in favor of Poland (on March 15th, 1923). 

In 1927, Lithuania again submitted her claims to Vilnius to the League 
of Nations but her arguments did not meet with approval. Four years 
later, in 1931, the issue was brought before theInternationalCourt 
o f A r b i t r a t i 0 n at the Plague where even the Polish judge acknowledged 
the justification of the Lithuanian claims. On this occasion the question was 
discussed as quoted : 

“Z)o under prevailing conditions the present international ag'> es- 
ments place Lithuania under the obligation — and // sOy on 
nfhich conditions — to take necessary measures to open to tran- 
sit or to certain transit categories the rail) oad line Lentvarava 
— KaisedorysV (connecting the occupied territory of Vilnius 
iviih Lithuania), 

In its session of October 15th, 1931, the International Court of 
Arbitration decided the issue unanimously in favor of Lithuania. 

The Polish policy however, unflinchingly continued in all its obstinacy, 
employing the most cunning means to make Vilnius a Polish town. 

The conflict, as a result of which the provisional boundary was closed 
and diplomatic relations between the two interested nations severed, 
lasted until 1938, when the Polish government enforced the resumption of 
diplomatic relations by means of an ultimatum. But already on October 
19th, 1939, when Germany and Soviet-Russia occupied and partitioned the 
Polish Republic, Vilnius was finally restituted to Lithuania, 
pursuant to the already mentioned border-agreement of 1920 with Soviet- 
Russia. 

Looking back at this period one may feel justified to state that the 
historic relations between Lithuania and Poland, which lasted for over 
dOO years, were severed of a sudden not because the strong bridge between 
Vilnius and Warsaw was broken, but because Vilnius, the capital and 



source of life of Lithuania, had been torn away from that country. It 
should not be difficult, however, to restore the old and good relations 
between the two neighbors: it would suffice to turn over a new leaf in 
the files entitled “Vilnius”. 

Owing to the vicissitudes of World War II, Vilnius has since become the 
Capital City of the 16th Federated Soviet Republic, the territory of 
which is — with a few exceptions — identical with that of the former 
Lithuanian State. 



Vignette taken from Title Page of the jrd Edition of the Lithuanian Book of Laws 
(Lietiivos Statutas) published in j^SS at Vilmus 


8) A small strip of land alongside the border in the Vilnius district and Prussian Li- 
thuania are still excluded from the new set-up. 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS 


I t is not only in a historical sense that Vilnius forms an integral part 
of Lithuania, but also economically it has been an inseparable part of . 
the country. The relation between town and country was manifested 
during the various occupations of Vilnius. The occupation by the Russians 
resulted in the decline of Vilnius to the rank of a forgotten and 
vitality- lacking provincial town, and at the time of the Polish rule, 
it meant only aseve re burden for the Polish budget. When after 
World War I public, economic, and cultural life in Poland began to 
prosper anew, causing Polish industrial, agricultural, and educational 
affairs to make rapid progress, life in Vilnius remained the same as before. 
(Sec remark in the official Polish guide-book ''Guide illustre de In 
Pologne" by Dr. M. Orlowicz Warsaw, 1937 : “The recent quarters of 
the town are badly built and without style. The old town presents a 
dirty aspect, and Vilnius therefore is by far inferior to the other impor- 
tant towns in Poland (?) in neatness and orderliness.”) 

Vilnius however, saw a revival of its prosperous development ex- 
clusively in the restitution of the old close connection with the economic 
life of the Lithuanian mother' countr)''. The vast expanse of forests and 
the bad quality of agricultural soil around Vilnius was not sufficiently 
productive to provide for its population, and since there are no riches 
below the surface which might be exploited, Vilnius was dependent on 
the surplus of the fertile agricultural areas in North-Western Lithuania. 
On the other hand, the character of the industries of the Vilnius territory 
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called for interdepen- 
dence and liarmoiiious 
coordination with the Li- 
thuanian economy, in or- 
der to restore pro- 
sperous economic con- 
ditions. Industries dea- 
ling with building ma- 
terials and lumber 
must be mentioned here 
as most important, build- 
ing materials being espe- 
cially favored by the con- 
ditions prevalent in this 
area. 

The enormous extent of 
forests in this territor)^ 
and in its hinterland, in 
the Soviet-Union, offers 
outstanding opportunities Pulpit of mgenious Design in St. Casimir's Chapel 
for the development of made hy Vilnius Craftsmen in the zyth Century 
this industry and for the • 
transportation of lumber 

because the near-by rivers provide fine facilities therefor. A future reor- 
ganization of economic life in North-Eastern Europe will assign an im- 
portant part to the industries handling lumber and building materials pro- 
duced in this region. 

The best chances are also open to the industries of paper and glass, 
which can boast of a long tradition (the first paper mill at Vilnius was 
founded in 1525 and the first glass factory in 1547). 

The oldest and most renowned industry of Vilnius concerns itself 
with the processing of skins and furs, and is in keen competition with 
that of Leipzig but also holds a leading position in all Europe. 
Vilnius fur traders have benn shipping unusual c][uantities of furs of va- 
rious kinds to the European markets. The raw hides processed at Vilnius 
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factories were procured 
not only from the Lithu- 
anian forests but also 
from the vast expanse of 
the Russian and Polish 
hinterland. These furs 
have always enjoyed a 
good reputation. 

Vilnius craftsmen may 
be found in many places, 
this fact testifying to the 
large number and size of 
the guilds of craftsmen 
set up at Vilnius already 
centuries ago, as there are 
the guilds of the gold- 
smiths, the watchmakers, 
printers, bookbinders, fur- 
riers, shoemakers, hatma- 
kers and many others. 

Having achieved quite 
a good reputation already 
in the XVth century, the guild of the goldsmiths has been a particular wit- 
ness to the prosperous progress made hj the town. 

Far famed for its fine accomplishments is also the mint founded in 
the XVth century by Grand Duke Aleksandras. 

An important part in the development of the economic life of Vilnius 
was played by the Jewish craftsmen and traders who folloived a call 
by Vytautas the Great, The Jewish community grew larger under Zig- 
mantas II when, following their persecution in the Czech lands, the Jews 
found a refuge especially at Vilnius. At that time the converted Jew 
Abraomas Junzapavicius even rose to the position of a State Treasurer'. 
At all times the Jews have been active in the economic "and cultural life 
of Vilnius. As a result, they soon were acknowledged as full-fledged 
citizens whose co-operation with the Lithuanians has become a tradition 
of long standing. 



Vilnius as the most important Junction in 
North-Eastern Europe 



Quite some importance must be conceded also to the weaving in du- 
st o£ Vilnius and in this line especially, woven carpets were very po- 
pular, owing to their rich designs and tasteful coloring. Based upon the 
manysided Lithuanian folk art, this industry will doubtlessly have a very 
promising future notwithstanding the advanced development of the textile 
trades of the various Huropean countries. 

Other important industries are concerned with the manufacturing of 
spirit and vegetable oils, the processing of wood, etc., to 
which may be added the yet unknown possibilities of the chemical plants. 

Its favourable location at a junction of roads and railroads, enables 
\'ilnius to contribute from transit traffic an essential share to the public 
revenue: Vilnius is the starting point of important distribut in g 
lines leading to various Eastern European areas. The principal lines 
arc: V i 1 n i u s -Karaliaucius (Konigsberg) -Berlin; Vilnius — Warsaw 
—Vienna and Budapest; Vilnius— Pskov— Leningrad; Vilnius— Smo- 
leusk-Moscow ; V i 1 n i u s-Kiev-Kursk ; Vilnius- Bcrditchev-Odessa ; 
V i 1 n i u s — Riga — Reval ; V i 1 n i u s — Kaunas — Siauliai — Klaipeda. 

Vilnius has also fine possibilities of attracting tourist traffic, it is 
one of the Eastern European towns most endowed with artistic treasures; 
it has a healthy continental climate (altitude 295 ft above sea level), and 
beautiful surroundings dotted with a number of spas and resorts. 


ARCHITECTURE AND MONUMENTS OF ART 


U p to the Xlllth century, Vilnius and Lithuania led a cultural life of their 
own, based on old local traditions. As is still the custom in theNorth- 
European countries of today, the buildings were generally erected in 
wood, this type of construction giving the buildings only the chance of a 
short life and preventing the preservation of the oldest Lithuanian edifices. 

We have no exact informations about what aspect the town of Vilnius 
presented in pre-Christian times, i.e. in the Xlllth and preceding cen- 
turies; it is commonly believed that the first churches erected were 
built of wood. In his letter, addressed to the Pope in 1391, Grand Duke 
Jogaila complains that the first cathedral built in 1387 had been burnt 
down by the Teutonic Knights, and the remaining material used for con- 
structing a bridge across the Neris river. Construction in stone and 
bricks grew popular on a larger scale in Lithuania, simultaneously with the 
diffusion of Christendom, but information has come to us that stone and 
brick building had been known and used in Lithuania even before this 
time. This is proved by letters from former Lithuanian rulers, inviting 
stone-cutters (lap ic ides) and other craftsmen from Western Europe to 
Lithuania, Of course only strongholds and military structures were built at 
that epoch, but these buildings have also fallen prey to the ravages of time 
and war. It is only natural that the early sovereigns being heathens, were 
not interested in the construction of churches and monasteries. 

The first detailed information on the architecture of Vilnius dates from 
the late XIVth and early XVth centuries. We know that the palace, or 
better, the Castle of Grand Duke Gediminas, on the top of the 




i6th Century-engraving showing Town-plan of Vilnius 


mountain, was built of wood, and it was only after 1413 that it was rebuilt 
in masonry. This castle was fortified by three towers, between which a 
number of buildings spread out, as Gilbert de Lannoy reported 
in the description of his travels. At the foot of the mountain stood 
another palace, the so-called Lower Castle, also erected in wood. Accord- 
ing to his description (1413), the town generally had wooden buildings 
and only a few stone churches. The Upper and the Lower Castles were 
fortified by stone walls (see ill. 57). 

Following the custom then prevailing in Western Europe, the Lithuanian 
dignitaries patronized the fine arts; they had mansions built for their own 
use, and promoted the construction of churches and cloisters. In this 
manner, religious and privately owned buildings sprang up in quick suc- 
cession. These monuments are cited in a description of the architecture of 
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Vilnius as the most important witnesses to the cultural life of that time. 
A period of particularly brisk building activity took place during the reign 
of \''ytautas the Great. The Chronicles report that exceptionally sump- 
tuoir, mansions of the merchants w^'ere built at this time, but 
unfortunately not even their ruins, including those of the magnificent 
“House of the Merchants’" which ^vas erected at a later date in 
Aurora Gate Lane, have been preserved for posterity. All these and other 
memorable structures of that period were destroyed in times of historical 
troubles. 

Here mention should be made of the mysterious fate of the re- 
mains of y t a u t a s the Great. It is known that this ruler died on 
October 27th, 1430, at his summer-residence at Trakai near Vilniu s. 
Light days later his body was brought to Vilnius, to be entombed at the 
Cathedral, beneath the Archangel-Michael altar. When the cathedral 
caught fire in 1530, this altar was destroyed. The consort of Grand Duke 
'Zigmantas II, Queen Bona Sforza, then had a marble tablet erected above 
the tomb, at the place of the altar, but this tablet was also demolished 
by the fire of 1610. In the XVIIth century, the Chapter of the Cathedral 
had planned to renew the sepulchre of Vytautas the Great, but in 1655, the 
town was im'aded by a Muscovite army. Nevertheless, the Chapter suc- 
ceeded m saving numerous treasures of art, as well as the remains of the 
great sovereign. Several tombs of other rulers were walled-up in the crypt, 
preventing them thus from falling into the hands of the ferocious enemy. 

The Russian soldiers however, in a loathsome manner, broke into chur- 
ches and tombs, desecrating them. The stone coffins which had not been 
brought to a safe place were opened by force and the bones scattered, 
but the Russians did not succeed in finding the coffin of Vytautas the 
Great nor those of the other rulers. In the course of this long-lasting war, 
the bishop and several members of the Chapter of the Cathedral died, 
taking with them into their tombs the secret concerning the last resting 
places of the corpses. The tombs could not be located then, nor in the 
XVIII th century, when the cathedral was rebuilt. However, in 1931 when 
the foundation walls of the cathedral were renewed after their destruction 
by the flood of the Neris river, the walled -up sepulchres of Grand 
Duke Aleksandras and those of the two first wives of King Zig- 
mantas Augustas, Queen ElizabethofHabsburg and Queen Bar - 
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Painted in 1847 by A. Zamett 


The Ruins of N. Trakai Castle near Vilnius, the Summer Residence of the Lithuanian 
Sovereigns, erected on the Peninsula hy Grand Duke Keistutis — 1JS2). His Son 
Vytantas the Great built a magnificent Palace on the Island in 1406 — 140^ 


boraRadvilaite, came to light, and it was found that the corpses were 
still clad in precious regal ornament. But the coffin ofVytautas the 
Great has never been located. Some historians contend that the tomb 
of this ruler was desecrated and destroyed in 1655 by plundering Russian 
soldiers, but according to the opinion voiced by famous historians, familiar 
with the history of Vilnius, the coffin of Vytautas the Great still 
exists. In 1938, Donatas Malinauskas, a rich patrican of Vilnius, ordered 
a precious silver sarcophagus to be made for embedding therein the mor- 
tal remains of the great sovereign, and one can suppose that he was in- 
formed about their hiding-place. But the sudden occupation of the town 
by the Poles in 1920 and the outbreak of World War II, have prevented 
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One of the oldest and most authentic Pictures of Vytautas the Great (left)t found at 
Nesvyzius (Nieswiez) and his Portrait in the Cathedral above Memorial Tablet erected 
to him in by Count E. Ti^keviEius (the Portrait being of later date) 


SO far the search. At present, the silver sarcophagus is under the custody 
of the Society of Sciences at Vilnius. The well-known Lithuanian historian 
Pix>f. A Sap ok a too, is of opinion that the remains of Vytautas the 
Great must be looked for at Vilnius. 

Reverting to the first stone buildings in Vilnius, it should be kept in mind 
that Lithuania was converted to Christianity at a time, when in Western 
Europe the Late Gothic style prevailed. Hence, the first stone chur- 
ches at Vilnius were built in that style. The historians of art do not agree 
as to which church was to be considered the oldest, but, in any event, it 
can be said that the churches of the Franciscans, St. Nicholas’ (see 
ill. 5 — 6), and St. John’s (see ill. 26) are among the oldest monuments 
of Vilnius. The Bernardine Church of St. Francis (see ill. 7—11), 
erected 1491 — 1506 by order of Mikalojus Radvila, Count Palatine of 
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Vilsiius, is likewise an old and venerable building; it was damaged by a 
Russian cannonade during the Lithuanian-Polish revolt led by Tadeusz 
Kosciuszko. (The Bernardine friars had come to Vilnius in 1469 and bad 
built first a wooden church at the same place). 

One of the finest Vilnius Gothic structures, the belltower of the 
Franciscan Church was demolished in 1862 during the Russian occu- 
pation. 

But Vilnius, unlike the big cities of the west, was not thoroughly influ- 
enced by the Gothic style. The Gothic style in the West had already come 
to an end; on the other hand, in l^ithuania bricks were still very expen- 
si^’e and skilled craftsmen were scarce. Therefore at Vilnius, the forms 
developed were not so monumental; their grandeur is expressed in the 
calm clearness of the ground-plan and in the harmony of the proportions. 
The relative simplicity of forms and the intended closeness of the interior 
roused in the believers in no minor degree concentration and pious devo- 
tion as did the masterpieces of the Gothic style at its height in Western. 
Europe. 

Until the late XVIth century, Gothic edifices were erected at Vil- 
nius; the last flare-up of that style is St. Anne’s (see ill. 12 — 14), built 
by an unknown master in the second half of the XVIth century. Though 
in construction it is no equal to the performances of the flamboyant 
Gothic style of Flanders, it will not fail to rouse the attention of the pas- 
ser-by, owing to the loftiness of its conception. It is quite astonishing to 
what extent the vivacity of the phantastic design balances the weight of 
the material. Not in vain was it reported that Napoleon, impressed b}'' the 
elegant lightness of its architecture, would have liked to carry it to Paris 
on the palm of his hand. 

While the Gothic style still prevailed, the Renaissance — which 
during the XVIth century had already obtained a large popularity in the 
West — made its entry in Vilnius. It is true, the most outstanding Renais- 
sance edifices of Vilnius have been mostly destroyed, but even the pre- 
served and more modest works bear an eloquent testimonj’’ to the refined 
taste and exceptional sumptuousness that prevailed in XVIth century 
Vilnius. The Renaissance flourished especially under the reigns of King 
Zigmantas II ’‘The Old” (1506 — 1544 — 1548) and his son 
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King Zigmantas 11 "‘The Old'" ( r^o 6 — IS 48 ), and his Son Zigmantas 
Augustas ( 1 J 44 — 1 ^ 72 , right) 


Zigmantas Augustas (1544 resp. 1548 — 1572)9): Particularly during 
the former’s rule, the economic conditions of the country had risen very 
quickly. This Lithuanian Ruler (also King of Poland), had spent many 
years of his youth in Western Europe. There he^had become acquainted 
with various economic reforms which he later successfully applied in his 
own country. The revenues of the State Treasury grew rapidly, and this 
economic prosperity went to the benefit chiefly of the capital city. Zig- 
raantas II, under the influence of his consort. Princess Bona Sforza of 
Milan began rebuilding the Lower Castle in ostentatious Renaissance style. 

We know that the Lower Castle comprised at that time a whole series 
of different buildings : the Cathedral, Tribunal, Prison, Arsenal, Granddu- 
cal Stud, and others. Standing now is only the Cathedral at the corner of 
the so-called Castle Park and an old tower, on which later the belltower 
was erected. 


From 154S to 1572 also King of Poland. 
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Two Portraits of Queen Barbara Raclvilaite (d. Consort 

of Zigmantas Augusta^ 


Zigmantas „the 01d“ was succeeded on the throne by his son Zigmantas 
Augustas who, though not being his father’s peer as a ruler, was 
a great lover of arts and a noble-minded patron. He led a life of splendor 
and sumptuousness, finished the rebuilding o£ the Lower Castle initiated 
by his father, collected rich artistic treasures and founded a big and val- 
uable library, which afterwards was ceded to the Vilnius Academy. Be- 
cause of his kinship to the Western dynasties (his first and hi-s third 
wives, Elizabeth and Catherine, were both Habsburg princesses, 
daughters of Emperor Ferdinand), he maintained close relations 
with the most renowned scholars and artists of his time, the more so as he 
spoke fluently all the important European languages. 

Of the XVIth century only one gate in the city walls, the Aurora Gate 
(see ill. 18 — 19), has been preserved, which was begun in 1503 by Grand' 
Duke Aleksandras (1942 — 1501 — 1506) and finished in 1522 by 
Zigmantas II. In it stands a wonderworking Renaissance image 


37 




Painted m about 1800 by J. Sinugle\icius ' 


The Ruins of the Lower Castle^ demolished by the Fire of i6io and the Russian Invasion 
in i6ss> Completely dismantled in — iSoj during the Russian Occupation 

of the H 0 1 y V i r g i n (sec ill. 20;. Originally the town had five gates, but it 
can be seen from an engraving of 1648 that this number grew to ten. These 
city -walls, as well as the Lovt^er Castle, were demolished in 1795 — 1805 
by order of the Czar during the Russian occupation, for being “undesirable 
witnesses of the former might of the Lithuanian State”. Only the Aurora 
Gate was spared this fate, because the Czar was afraid of possible trouble 
rising among the population, who held the wonderworking image in high 
veneration. The painting of the image is the work of an unknown master 
and according to some conoisseurs, the features resemble Barbora Radvil- 
aite, second wife of Grand Duke Zigmantas Augustas. It can be supposed 
that the intrigues of the Court, endeavoring to thwart the secret love affair 
of the Grand Duke with the beautiful Barbora, occasioned the legend that 
the painting of the Holy Virgin was an image of the Barbora Radvi- 
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kite. It was only after his father’s 
death that the Grand Duke could in- 
troduce his wife into the Royal Fa- 
mily. There are no exact datas as to 
the period in which the splendid pic- 
ture was painted, but it is mentioned 
in the middle of the XVIth century 
as standing in Aurora Gate. On their 
arrival at Vilnius in the XVUtii cen- 
tury, the Carmelites noticed that the 
image was the object of general ve- 
neration on the part of the popula- 
tion. In 1671, a wooden chapel was 
built above the gate and with great 
solemnities the image was moved 
there. In 1729 the wooden structure 
was replaced by a chapel of stone, 
which was rebuilt in 1829 in Neo- 
classic style. The precious silver coat 
was made in the XVIIth century by 
local goldsmiths of Vilnius. 

Traces of the Renaissance can be South View of Ahtota Gute 

found also in, St. Michael’s (see 

ill, 21 — 22), but that fashionable church has had its original aspect much 
changed owing to various rebuildings. Its interior contains the tombs, 
executed in colored marble and in Baroque style, ofLeonasSapiega, 
Grand Chancellor and Headman of Lithuania, Count Palatine of Vilnius, 
and of his family. The high-altar, also in marble, is the work of an un- 
known Italian artist. ^ 

The palace of the princely family Radvila was renowned for its 
particular magnificence. That Renaissance edifice has also unfortunately 
been ^'Cstroyed. 

The blossoming of architecture at Vilnius came to a standstill due to the 
inroads of the -R e f o r m a t i o n. According to the then popular fashion, 
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Medal (i6th Century) showing the Radvila Pala 


the courtiers abjured their Catholic creed and embraced Protestantism, 
and the troubles arising therefrom, as well as the dissensions between tlie 
two confessions, disturbed essentially the entire public life. The ecclesia- 
stical and the worldly dignitaries, who formerly used to construct 
large palaces, turned now all their energies land efforts to spiritual issues. 
The building of monumental edifices in Lithuania and particularly in her 
capital, the splendid center of the country, met with an almost complete 
block. This state of affairs was changed only when Bishop Valerijonas 
Protasevicius^^^) in 1569 called the Jesuits to Lithuania in order 
to resume more vigorously the fight against rapidly spreading Pro- 
testantism. When these learned and art-loving men arrived at Vilnius, the 
greater part of the leading circles were already lost to Catholicism. Their 
first blow against the new confession in Lithuania was the foundation 

1®) XS54 — 1556, Bishop of Luck, and 1556 — 1580 Bishop of Vilnius. 
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of the Academy at Vilnius, in 
1579^M, which shortly afterwards 
M'as confirmed by Pope Gregory 
XI I L Thanks to the energy and the 
ability of the Jesuits, Catholicism re- 
conquered subsequently its previouslv 
abandoned positions. The construc- 
tion of the xAicademy ('see ill. 25) and 
of the Papal Seminary (see ill. 31) 
inaugurated at Vilnius a new archi- 
tectural epoch, that of the Baroque, 
which was to last for two centuries. 

The activity of the Jesuits was sup- 
ported to a high measure by the Li- 
thuanian-Polish ruler Steponas Bato- 
ras, who intended to erect therewith 
a defensive wall against the Slavonic 
menace and the advance of Byzantine 
cultural influences. How close the relationshipof Vilnius with Western civi- 
lization was is proved in subsequent times by the structures of Orthodox 
churches and synagogues, which in sharp contrast to tradition were built 
in the Baroque style. 

Besides the Academy, the Jesuits founded also colleges and institutes. 

At the grandducal court the mighty and influential S a p i e g a family ob- 
tained high positions, also the Radvilas, the Pacas, and the Kat- 
keviciai contributed in imparting new impulses to the cultural life in 
Vilnius. 

Another principal Baroque monument at Vilnius is the imposing church 
of St. Casimir (see ill. 27 — 28), built twenty years later than “II Gesu’* 
of Rome, and after the pattern of that famous church. This splendid mo- 
nument of the Early Baroque period exercised a profound influence on 
the development of that style at Vilnius, and the masterly solution of the 



The Image of the W onderivorking 
Holy Virgin of Vilnius and Lithuania 
(see ill. 20 without Regal Coat) 


At that time 600 students were enrolled. 



After old Engravnifjs 

Dignitaries of Vilnius: Leonas Sapiega ( i^8s — r6js)» and Kristupas Pacas 
( i6s6 — 1684, right) 


problems of space, the distribution of light and of construction have be- 
come examples for the designs of subsequent churches. This church was 
damaged by the fires of 1655, 1706, 1737, and 1749. In 1812, it was used 
as a depot for Napoleon’s Great Army. 

St. Theresia’s, formerly the Barefooted Carmelites’ Church 
(see ill. 43 — 44)^2) is considered one of the most elaborate Baroque works of 
Vilnius; fine colored marble and Swedish granites are u^d for the adorn- 
ment of the front and of the interior. The art-loving patron Steponas 
Pacas, Vice-Chancellor of Lithuania, erected it in 1625 — 1650, after a 
design of the Italian master Constantino Ten c a Hi. This statesman 
had been a frequent guest in the workshop of Peter Paul Rubens and 
had also traveled widely in Italy and Western Europe. 

The Baroque art at Vilnius met with various difficulties, such as the 
Russian invasion of 1655, which came to an end when M y.k 0 1 a s 

Piease correct accordingly the title q£ ill. 43. 
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Pacas, Headman of Lithuania and Count Palatine of Vilnius, succe- 
eded in ousting the Russians again in 1661. Pacas was not only a devout 
and con\'inced Catholic and an exemplaiy commander, but also a great 
humanist and a lover of the arts. His family derived from the Florentine 
patricians of P azzi. In compliance with a vow for the salvation of his life, 
Pacas invited renowned Italian builders and architects tc) Vilnius. Fie caus- 
ed them to erect, on behalf of the Lateraxi Chapter, at the place where stood 
it wooden church (which had been burnt down several times*, St. Peter 
and Paul’s (see ill. 33 — 42 >, one of the most beautiful churches of the 
town and of all Eastern Europe. Though the exterior of the church shows 
some shortcomings owing to its burdensome and very wide-drawn front 
and its weighty dome, its interior makes up for this by extraordinary 
beauty and sumptuousness, and by the abundant, but tastefully distributed 
sculptures. 

The work was directed by the Italians F r i g i d i a n i of Lucca and G i o - 
vanni 2aor, architect of the Royal Court at Cracow. The adornment of 
the rich interior kept 200 stucco ^Yorkers busy for eight years under the 
supervision of Pietro Peretti, Giovanni Maria Galli of Milan, 
and the German Schreiter. After the premature death of the founder, 
the high-altar and the pulpit remained unfinished and the latter with two 
side-altars was terminated only in 1803 Giovanni Beretti and 
Michele Piano of Milan. The frescoes in the chief nave were painted 
by Martino de Altamonte of Rome, in the XVIIth centur}^ 

Also a stupendous juwel of Baroque art is St. Casimir Chap el (see 
ill. 30) in the Cathedral,* which was built in 1620 — 1630^^^) by 2 ig man- 
tas III and VladislovasIV. The design was made by the Flemish ma- 
ster Pieter Bankers de Rij, the frescoes were painted by the Italian 
artists Del Bene and Giacinto Cam pan i. The gilded pulpit, carved 
in a most remarkable manner by the hands of local craftsmen, was added 
in the middle of the XVIIth century. 

Inspite of the calamities Vilnius had to suffer within a short space 
of time — fires, plagues, and invasions of Russians and Swedes — the 
town always recovered rapidly and adorned itself anew with churches 

According to Polish sources, in 1624 — 1636. 
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and palaces. The destroyed and burnt-down edifices were rebuilt or 
reconditioned. This is the reason one must not be surprised that 

nearly all the buildings of Vilnius show a composition of different styles, 
and of various epochs. These compositions were however performed in 
such skilful and masterly a manner that, though the diversity of the styles 
can be noticed, one remains astonished at the wonderful harmony of 
these so manifold elements, the more so when one realizes that such a task 
presents the most difficult problems, even to the best of architects. 

^rhe XVIIIth century was especially rich in renovations and rebuilding; 
the damaged edifices were cloaked in new dresses, — in affected Late 
Baroque style (see front of St. John’s, ill. 46 and p. 49). 

Among the most famous works of Late Baroque, the fifteen altars of 
the Dominican Church and the ten of St.John’s {'see ill. 47) deserve 
special mention. In them, the composition reaches its peak and they can 
be put in a line with the best works of this kind in Western Europe. The 
solution of the problems of profundity and of illumination appears 
clear and convincing, and the distribution of sculptures brings about an 
effect of unusual harmony. 

The giant organ was transferred to St. John’s from tho Jesuits’ Church 
at Polock. 

After the Italian custom, the bell-tower of St. John’s is a separate 
campanile, 165 ft. high, built by the Jesuits in the XVIIth century. 

Besides Late Baroque, the native artists of Vilnius developed a spe- 
cial Lithuanian variety of architecture (see ill. 52). Its chief cha- 
racteristics consists of two slender towers with po^verful but loosened con- 
struction, which direct the view of the devout upwards to Heaven. Tl’he 
arrangement of the masses, proportioned by cornices, testifies to the noble 
taste and the refined constructive sense of the native architects. 

Among the splendid edifices built in Late Baroque style, the following 
are especially worthy of mention: Sacred Heart Church (see ill. 45), 
Lord Jesus Church, St. Trinity ’s or Basilians’ Church (see ill. 50), 
St. Catherine or Benedictine Church (see ill. 51), Ascension 
or Missionary Church (see ill, 52), St. James and Philip’s, 
and others. The renovation and building of churches and palaces went 
on until Neoclassicism had a firm footing. 
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Parallel with the rebirth o£ 

Classicism in Western Europe, 
that style, too, is largely found in 
the architecture of Vilnius. The 
first creator of Neoclassic build- 
ings at Vilnius was the architect 
Knackfusas (Kvackfuss), a profes- 
sor of the local Academy. Alt- 
hough being of German descent, 
this outstanding pedagogue was 
perfectly imbued with the local 
tradition of architecture. Among 
his works are specially worth of 
mention the renovations of the 
White Room and the Obser- 
vatory of the University, in 
1782—1788 (see ill. 59). One of 
the most outspoken reprensenta- 
tives of European Classicism was 
the architect Laurynas Stuoka Gucevicius (1753 — 1798) of Vil- 
nius. Bom as the son of a poor Lithuanian serf in the district of Roki§kis, 
he overcame, thanks to his extraordinary gifts, all social prejudiges pre- 
vailing in the aristocracy and in the middle-classes of that time, and owing 
to his genius, he became within a short time, one of the most important 
and famous architects of. his epoch. Among his most celebrated works are 
the renovation of the St- Stanislas Cathedral (see ill. 56 — 57) and 
of the Episcopal Palace (destroyed), as well as the construction of 
the To wn -hall of Vilnius (see ill, 58, which in 1845 was converted into 
the State Theater) and of the Verkiai Palace. A particularly great 
genius for adaptation was required for the building of the Gothic Cathe- 
dral into severe Classicistic forms. 

The frontal sculptures were executed by the Italian Rig hi and the Aca- 
demy-professor §u leas of Vilnius; the paintings of the interior are the 
work of the Italian Villani and Smuglevicius of Vilnius. 

About the only building worthy of mention which was erected in Em- 
pire style at Vilnius by the Russians during their long occupation, is the 
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After old Paintings 

Second anginal Structure of the Cathedral of Vilnnts, burnt in 1419, and third 
Structure (right), burnt in i^jo 


Governor’s Palace (see ill. 60 — 61), designed by the architect Sta- 
sov of St. Petersburg (Leningrad) and by command of Czar Alexander I. 
The building itself and the supervision of it, lay in the hands of the re- 
nowned Polish architect Karol Podczasinski (1790 — 1860), who also 
renovated the Pillar Room of the University in 1817, and constructed 
the Reformers* Church (see ill. 62). 

The frequent fires of Vilnius must be mentioned as being one of the 
most distressing facts of its history. Most outstanding artistic works of 
the town were the victims of fires, wars, and foreign occupation, it is 
only in the course of centuries that Vilnius was transformed from a 
wooden town into a stone city. As long as wooden houses w-ere still inter- 
spersed with stone buildings, the fires had a good chance of spreading. In 
order to demonstrate the pernicious effect of big fires, it may be of interest 
to mention the following historically documented descriptions of but some 
of them. 

The first great fire we know of, occurred in 1419, destroying the Lower 
Castle and the Cathedral (the second structure), together with a large part 
of the town. The chronicles mention further a dangerous fire in 1530, to 
which fell victims the Castle built by Grand Duke Aleksandras, and the 
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After old Paintins?s 

Fourth Cathedral of VtlniKs, rebuilt z;jt 9 — 1S44> fifth StmcUirc of i6j2 (right) 


Cathedral, the third one, rebuilt in JL544. In 1557, the whole quarter be- 
tween the Castle, Alain Street and Vilnele river burnt down, beginning 
with the present St. Alichael Church, v'hich at that time did not yet exist, 
and Literates’ Lane, up to Latakas, everything became a prey of the 
flames (see p. 61). , 

Another great fire afflicted’ Vilnius in 1610. At that time the fire broke 
out on July 1st, near the Franciscan Church of St. Alary, in Trakai Street, 
destroyed the church and the monastery of the Dominicans, St. Trinity 
Church, the Jesuit’s Novitiate; further damaged the roof of S. John’s and 
the present University, but the interior of St. John’s could fortunately be 
saved. The fire then spread towax'ds the Castle, destroying part of that 
palace and the Cathedral* and only the chapel of St. Casimir (though not 
the present one) was spared. The fire spread easily, because on that veiy 
day most inhabitants of the town were attending a religious procession in 
the neighborhood. The flames seij^ed both sides of Alain Street, rushing to- 
wards Town-hall Square, but before reaching St. Casimir Church, they 
were stopped by sudden and violent rain. 
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The best chronicled destruction of the town occurred in 1655. The 
Muscovite troops on entering the town turned it to ashes. Nobody 
was allowed to fight the gigantic fire that thus ravaged undisturbed 
for 17 days. When the Czar arrived later he could not take up 
his quarters at Vilnius, because of the prevailing burned smell and 
the destruction of the town. The Russians moreover had plundered 
houses and churches, forced open and violated the most precious sarco- 
phaguses, mischievously destroyed the most noble and inestimably valued 
works of art. A big part of the robbed teasures were hauled by the Musr 
covites to Russia, to wit not only precious paintings, engravings, furni- 
ture, gold and silver in ingots and in works of art, but even artistic stoves, 
marblesills, mantelpieces, and inlaid floors (the latter from Radvila 
Palace in Foundry Street). One may suppose that still nowadays there arc 
in the Kremlin many of the works of art carried-off at that time from Vil- 
nius. For six long years the Russians ravaged in the most atrocious man- 
ner, before they could again be expelled by the Lithuanian army (in 1661). 
This was the most extensive destruction in the whole history of Vilnius. 

The town had not yet recovered when new misadventures fell. It is 
known that in 1706 another fire broke out at Vilnius, devastating the 
quarter of the Town-hall together with Main Street. 

The fire was followed by a terrible plague and famine, which depopu- 
lated not only the town itself, but also the entire country. The plague rav- 
aged from 1708 to 1711, leaving alive only one third of the former popu- 
lation, and the chronicles report that one individual monk of the St. Ro- 
chus hermites directed the burial of 22 862 ( ?) i-^) persons between the 
July of 1708 and Easter of 1709. People died in hundreds and in thou- 
sands, and the corpses were piled in the streets one above the other, 
where they were left lying for days. After the plague, and the famine 
associated wdth it were over, the town presented a dead, ghastly view. 

On June 2nd, 1737, the town again fell victim to a devastating fire. 

Two more fires are worthy of mention: those of 1748 and 1749, the for- 
mer of which was particularly dreadful, inflicting atrocious wounds to the 
town. The first fire originated on the 11th of June, in a Jew’s home in the 
Uzupis suburb, devastated the palace of the Metropolitan and two 
Orthodox churches together with the adjacent buildings. It finally spread 
According to the Author, this number is exaggerated. 
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in two differeni; directions: one branch extending to the upper town 
through Latakas, the other one towards the Suba'-iaus Gate, without 
however reaching it. The fire advanced through Main Street up to 
the Castle where it demolished the gate and the Tribunal. Besides Castle 
Street and jMain Street, also the following streets were burnt: St. Michael 
^Si?. Mykolo), Gla^iier (StikJht), Jews (ysydn), Dominicans {Dominikonii), 
Trahii, Foundry (Liejyhfos), and Bonifratres (Bonifyatni) Streets. Fr.om 
Tatar (Totorm) St., the fire tumed to St. Ignatius Church and jumped 
from the premises of the cloister over to St. Magdalen’s. Cn the course of 
this fire, the following churches were reduced to ashes or damaged: St. 
John’s, the Franciscans’ and the Dominicans’ churches, St. Rochus, the 
Charites’, the Bonifratres’, and the Piars’ churches, St. Trinity’s, St. Igna- 
tius’ and St. iMagdalen’s, and also two Calvinistic churches, one Prote- 
stant, tw'O Orthodox churches, and one synagogue --- 469 big buildings 
and several hundreds of smaller houses had become a prey of the flames, 
and 29 persons had lost their lives. 

The subsequent fire, of 1749, started on the 8th of June in Subaciaus 
Street, ^vhence it lept over to the Holy Spirit Cloister and spread out to- 
wards the Town -hall. St. Casimir's was damaged, as well as the Town- 
hall, the whole of Arkliu, Karpieliiii, Imharu.Stikliu, ^ydu and Mihalojjits 
Streets with St. Nicholas’, %emai(:iii Street; 292 houses, among which also 
the well-known ‘‘Imbarai’’!"'; shops had fallen a victim to the flames. 

For a long time, Vilnius was not able to recover from these two big 
fires, and in 176 5^ the Municipality complained to the Parliament that 
several streets had not yet been cleaned of the rubble. 

Exceptionally valuable material concerning the history of Vilnius 
is buried in the State Archives (Lieiiivos Metrika), w^hich had 
been promoted in the XVth century and were in existence up to the parti- 
tion of the Lithuano-Polish State. In the meantime, part of the files — 
various car-loads — had been removed to Warsaw, because King Stanis- 
lovas Poniatovskis ordered copies to be made of the important docu- 
ments. In the course of time and by frequent use they became worn 
out. When Russia occupied the two countries, the State Archives both at 
Vilnius and at Warsaw, were carried to the Kremlin. After World War I, 


The „Imbarai“‘ shops handled a great vatiiety of spices imported from far-of* 
countries. 



i..> L'et.ult of N\'hich the two States having reattamed their independence, 
pui : or the archi\'es ss-ere returned to Warsaw. But the negotiations between 
Ljthuania and Russia and also between Poland concerning the restitution 
(j! ti'.c Lithuanian State Archives remained without result, as the Russians 
claimed a large part v)f the records referred to ^ ast Russian territories, 
which in forjntrr times had been under Lithuanian suzeraintj^ Nothing is 
Ip ‘’v'p rA' the late cjI the archives kept at W'arsaw, but it may be supposed 
li'uit ihes were dcstrcn ed bv the bombardment of that city in World 
Warn.' 

During tile XlXth century Vilnius developed more in extension, and 
th's ter-denc) continued up to the most recent limes; buildings of that 
period, howe\ er, ha\e no great artistic v'alue. 

ir. 1939, when Vilnius was again united with Lithuania, an extensive 
reconstruction ot the town was projected. Under the direction of Prof. 
X’ytautas liiemkain i s, an urbanistic reconstruction plan W'as drawn 
up, according to the most modern experiences. Besides the restoration of 
old architectural monuments, the construction of a new Opera House, 
an Academy of Fine Arts, and a Technical Academy were 
planned. But the events of World War II did not permit the thorough 
execution of the scheduled and started projects. 

Among the restorations performed ma}?' be here mentioned as remark- 
able, the cr 0 \vn on the dome of St. Casimir ’s fsee ill. 29). The old 
grandducal crown of Lithuania, according to which the crown of the dome 
was shaped, had been kept at the State’s Treasury at Vilnius, but w'as 
brought to Whtrsaw' prior to the partition of the Lithuano -Polish State, and 
then disappeared. In 1840, St. Casimir’s had become the church of the 
Russian Military Post, and the Russian architect Tchagin replaced the 
crown by a Byzantine bulb, using the old material. In 1941 — 1943, the bulb 
was rccomerted into the crown, by architect Jonas Mulokas, in ac- 
cordance with old descriptions and engravings. The layer of gold, w^hich 
originated from the gilding of the first crown, w^as still so thick that it 
proved sufficient for covering the new crown. The most reliable descrip- 
tion of the old grandducal crowm is considered that of St. Casimir’s crown, 
which had been found in 1830, when the coffin of St. Casimir was opened, 
rhnugh St. Casimir (1458 — 1484)^'*), the Patron of Lithuania, is not men- 

He was beatified m 1.^21. and canonized in 1602. 




Prince St. Casimh (14^8 — 1484), Patron of Lithuania, praying a whole Night 
at the Cathedral, where his Attendants find him in the Morning 


tioned by history as a reigning monarch, he was crowned, according to the 
opinion of some historians, Grand Duke seven days prior to his death. 

The Cathedral Square was also thoroughly replanned and rebuilt. A 
whole series of commemorative tablets were erected, recording the most 
important historic events and personalities of Vilnius. Also the old Ber- 
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Built 1915 after Design by A. Wiwulski, Architect 

Three Crosses Hill at Vilnius. According to the Legend (f) seven Franciscan Monks 
are said to have been martyted at this Spot during the Reign of Grand Duke 
Algirdas (1345 — ^377) 

nardine Cloister was reconditioned. It was designated as preliminary seat 
to the Academy of Fine Arts. 

Many new buildings were erected for economic purposes (an electro- 
technical manufacture, a radio-factory, a factory for agricultural machi- 
nes, etc.). 

In spite of the many serious calamities which befell, Vilnius, it is easy 
to see what its destiny could have been. It is still today one of the most 
beautiful and monumental cities of Eastern Europe. 

It is not possible to mention in such short description the entire mul- 
titude of artistic treasures in which Vilnius abounds, such as many pre- 
cious chapels, sarcophaguses, church treasures, palaces, and private col- 
lections. The renowned artistic churches ' alone of Vilnius number about 
thirty. 
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VILNIUS AND LITHUANIA 


U p to the present day, the real importance of Vilnius for Lithuania,. 

has, unfortunately, remained hidden to the world- It is true, Vilnius, 
and its art -treasures are known but to a narrow circle, because the town 
itself and its development were for a very long time-and still are-covered 
by the veil of oblivion. 

Since times immemorial, Vilnius has been growing and expanding as 
the cradle and as the stimulating power of Lithuanian culture and national 
life with a tradition to which it may point with justified pride. 

Already in the XVIth century Vilnius had been known throughout 
Europe as an important center of the press and cultural activities. Within 
its confines the first printing house put into operation in Eeastem Europe 
was set up in 1524 — 25. In the middle of the same century, two more 
large printing enterprises installed facilities. Here, Lithuanian laws, works 
of scientific, religious and historical interest were printed. Members of 
the Reformed Church established printing works of their own publishing, 
in 1600, the renowned “Postilla Lietuwischka”. 

Keeping step with the rapid progress made by the printers, the arts 
and sciences also flourished at Vilnius attaining a high standard that 
favorably compat'es with that of the Western European countries. Few 
cities offered more remarkable educational opportunities than Vilnius. 








The Ruim of the Upper Castle, aftet a Dran'ing of the i$th Century . The Castle was 
destroyed when in i66i Mykolas Pacas, Headman of Lithuania and Palatine of Vilnius, 
laid siege to it expelling the defending Russians from tt. To-day only one Tower is 

left standing 


The Academy of Vilnius with its many renowned scientists, historians, 
writers, etc, must be cited as the foremost institiition. Here, Konstantinas 
Sirvydas,* author of the Lithuanian Dictionary, compiled his celebrated 
work, and in 1650, here, too, was published the second ‘'History of Li- 
'thuania”^") by Albertas Vijukas Kojalavicius, followed by many other 
works of great import. ^ 

In 1773, the first Ministry of Education (Tautines Edukaeijos Komisija) 
w'as set up at Vilnius. Soon after the reformation of the Academy, the Uni- 
\'ersity brought forth again a large number of prominent Lithuanian names. 

The town’s monument of art and architecture are unequaled in all 
Eastern Europe giving best proof of its so higly developed cultural life. 

As a center of religious activities, Vilnius held also a strong and im- 
portant position, its influence beeing felt in large sections of the country. 

The first History of Lithuania was printed in 1582 by Motiejus Strikauskis. The 
first Lithuanian book was printed in 1547 by Martynas Ma?,vydas at KaraliauOius, Prus- 
sian Lithuania. 
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The T oii’er of the Upper Castle, as it appears today 


The remains of St. Casimir, the Patron Saint of Lithuania, found here 
its last resting place, and the image of the Wonderworking Holy Virgin of 
the Aurora Gate is deeply revered by the population of that nation. 

As for the political aspirations, Vilnius was the very place where the 
country was given back its national independence. Thus, Vilnius has al- 
ways been imbued with an invisible power and spiritual strength that 
ever again has been inspiring and sending out the call for the resurrection 
of Lithuania. 

When in 1939, the town was handed back to Lithuania, the University, 
die Academy of Sciences (which, in 1949, commemorates the 370th anni- 
versary of its foundation), the Institute of Lithuanian Philology, the Aca- 
demy of Fine Arts, the Pedagogic Institute, the Technical High School, 
the Opera, the State Theatre and many other important institutions were 
reopened. 
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There is no field of activity in the cultural, social, economic and poli- 
tical life of Lithuania that has not been greatly influenced by X'ilnius. 

The living Vilnius is the best and most distinct witness of the \'icissitcdes 
of Lithuania. Better than voluminous chronielcs, its old town- v'ails will bear 
a clear testimony to the past of the t(Avn: and each corner of N'ilnius 
contains a piece of unwritten Lithuanian history. Thi.s historv cannot he 
changed, it can only be falsified. 

It would be a mistake, however, to assert that Vilnius belonged exclu- 
sively to Lithuania, for though it constitutes an organic unit together with 
ihe mother-country to be sure, it forms on the other hand as uell an 
integrant part of Western Luropean culture, of wliich it is still one of 
the most beautiful and choice flowers. 
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LIST OF THE MOST REMARKABLE EDIFiCI£S 
IN THE OLD CIT^' 


\*i im the Plan ii'pposite) 


\on’bt.r nl 


llinstrarion 


1. .-Ic'ulcniy and L'jiivarsi/y oj Vilnius Lit Uirrei si/y Stiecf . 

2 S/ Auuc's Cbiirth al Si. Anna’s Street 
.? Aujor'i Gate lUid Chapel at Aurora Gate Street 

4 Biisthau Chill ih and Cloister at Ain ora Gate Sheet 

5 BiAiop Seminary at Uviversity Street . 

6 Si. Cii'iinnr (Jesuit) Church and Cloister at Alain (Didvioii) Si. 

7 C iislle-Toiver (formerly High-Casih) on the Gedimiuas Hill 
S Cd'^tle-Paik, joimerly Lower Castle and the Park of Guind 

Duke^^) . . . 

Cathedial of St Stanislaus al Cathedral Squaie 
W. Si.Cathei ine (Benedictine) Chin th and Cloister al J'llnnisSt 

11 City-Hall at Mam (Diduoji) Street 

12. St. Crofs (Bomfraires) Chinch at Bonifratres Sticet 

13 S^. Fiancis and St. Bernaid (Bernardine) Churth and Cloi- 
ster at St Anne’s Street ... ... 

14 St. George Church at OzesA/ewes Street 

15. Form Governors Palace at Napoleon Square . 

16. St John’s Church (Jesuit) at St. John’s Street . . . 

17 St, Mary’s Immaculate Conception (Franciscan) Chinch and 
Cloister at Fianciscan Siieet 

15. St. Mary’s Ascension (Missionary) Church and Cloister at 

Subaeiaus Street . ..." 

16. St. Michel’s (Franciscan of St. Claire of Assisi) Church and 

•Cloister at A V olano Street . . . . 

20. St. Nicolaus (form. Franciscan) Church at St. Nicolaus Sired 

21. St. Peter and St. Paul Church and Cloister of Clmpier of La- 
ter an in AnUikalms Suburb ' . . . 

22. Re] aimer’s Church at Wall (Pylimo) Street 

23. Sacred Heart Jesu (Visitors) Chmch and Cloistei atRasuSi. 

24. All Saints' (Conventual Carmelites) Church at All Saints’ St 

25. Sf. Spirit’s (Dominican) Church and Cloisiei at Dominican St. 

26. St. Theresia’s (Barefooted Carmelites) Chuich and Cloister 

at Aurora Gate Street . . . . 
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•:™ T* A branched of another 

Radvll "'“y ‘be present Barbora 

rkl ® Mary-Magdalen and Arsenal Streets (see p. 61; thus drawing an nttural 

thrSu^ aTulde‘!!lT‘‘ Nowdays this river arm is led 

hrough an underground channel, which has been laid under the Cathedral Square. 
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VILNIUS TO DAY - ILLUSTRATIONS 


Photogra-phs by V. Angiistinasy ], Bulbak, B. LiikMaii'e, ]. Mulokas^ A. Naruse- 
vi^hts, E. Zdanatiskas and others 



General View 





.. The Steeples of the City 






3- View^ of an old Street 




In tHe OHetto 
^ S cent fir 








5 . St. Nicoiaus Church 

The oldest Gothic in Vilnius 

First wooden St.NicolausChurds mentioned ij8y( 1^23?) hy Grand Duke 
Jogaila, After fire rebuilt 1416 by Vytautas the Great, later restored 
1 6 th century 





Iixtierior o£ Sr- lMicola.ns CKuLrcii 




7- Bernardmen Churdi 

A. •wooden chttrch stood here in the'-year A new church •wm 

between 1491 — £$06 by Mikalojus Radvila, Palatine of Vilnius. Plun- 
dered £6yj — £66£ during the first in'uasion by Russians, later restored 
by Mykolas Pacas, Headman of Lithuania and Palatine of Vilnius 





8, Interior of Bernardinen Ohurdi 




9- Arcii in Bernard-ineii dinrcli 




Hell-X'ower of Bernarclinen CHurdh 






II. Choir and Eastside of Bernardinen Churdi 




12. St. Anna Church 

One of the most heautifjd Gothic churches in Eastern Europe 
Built 1 6th century 





X3- Eastside o£ St:. -A.nna. CTHurcJn 






14 * St. Anna and Bernardinen Churdies at Night 





I 5 - St:- Ignairivis Lane 





i6. An old Renaissance House in the Pilies Street 
Built i6th century with the characteristic ornaments of attic of the 
Romanesque style 






xy. iRenaissance Tomb of Goscautas 
GhartcrelloT of the Gretnd Dttchy 
B*cilt i&th century hy Giovanni dnr, sculptor of Siena 







. i8, Aurora-Gate and Chapel 

Former old City Gate First wooden chapel erected i6yt 

and after fire in xyi^ restored in Again renewed 182^ and to 
z$j2 daring the Polish occupation of Vilnius, The old Latin inscrip- 
tions were replaced by Polish ones 





19 - Aurora-Gate Attic 

Sculptures ufided during lute Renuissunce period 




L' ^ 


20. Wonder-working Madonna 

Moit important Renaissance mastcrwork in the Aurora-Gate Chapel 
Tempera on 8 oaken boards -zoox i6jcm, Painted by unknoivn master 
j6th cent. 





2.1, St. Micheles Churdi 


CWeUor and Headman 
T l^tbuanta, PalaU^ of V,lmus. Much damaged by Cossacks s66s. 
Kcstorca in Baroque style i66^ 




Infrex-ior o£ St. Ad[idbel*s CHizr*<dhi 





Overall Vieve^ 




jBoraLStjrdinen 





25 * Large Courtyard of the Academy of Vilnius 
Built i6 th century by Lithuanian Jesuits 





26. Bell -Tower of St. John’s Churdi 
Built To the right St. John* s Church 




27 - St- Casimir Churdi 

View from the Bast side 
Built 1604 -26 1 j by Leonas Sapiega, 
Grand-Chancellor and Headman oj Lithuania, Palatine of Vilnius 





^8. St. Casimir Church 
Facade 





29 * St. Casimir Church 

Cupola in the shape of the old grand ducal croznn was removed in the 
year 1840 during the second Russian occupation. Rebuilt after old de- 
scriptions during z^4r-i^4j by architect Jonas Mulokas 
Cross designed by Prof, Vytautas 2 emkalnis 




30. St. Casimir Chapel in the Cathedral 

Most outstanding monument of its time and remarkable harmony 
oftxoo different styles in the same church. Built 1620 - 16 






3 1 - Courtyard of tKe Bishop’s Seminary 
Beeilt 'ty th certtwy 





3 1-Iea.ci o£ CHrist:, CaLtHerdLara.! 
X'uo-r'y Cizr^uirzg xytJh 




33* St, Peter and Paul Churdh 
One of the famous Baroque churches in Vilnius. Erected s668 by 
My kolas Pacas, H eadman of Lithuania and Palatine of Vilnius 
Oomposed by Italian architect Giovanni Zaor 




34* Interior of St. Peter and Paul Churdti 
Scptlptures composed by Italian masters Pietro Peretti and 
Giovanni Maria Galli 







3 5- View in St, I^etret 2Ln<l OHutjrdht 




3^- I-ieroes* <3Hap><s:l 

Si. £3Lrzcl JP4a.i^i 




3 7’- xirx T^Tslos 


S^jt^ 








3S, Ojmax-jTiesrTLt: 




'T'wo 3at.xxxt:s 






CZIsLr-it:;sts 







St:- 

JP*<ei:4err d^^s^jrdhe 





-4^ a- St:- MLaxria. IVXsL^ci^iens, 
Jp£t.ri:-~^i.^Tt^^ St. JP^t&r ctrxd Chs€.rcfy 




42 t- St:. M!a.ri3. !M!a.g;;<i£Liena. 

St. Peter urtd. Pa,i£l Ch$4.r<^ 





43* St. Theresia Church 

Imposing specimen of the Vilmns Baroque style 
Erected about by Kristupas PacaSy Vice^hancellor of Lithuania 




44- Fine Sculptures in St. Xheresia Chnrciii 
Composed by Jta!ia.n master Constantino 'JT encalli 





4- 5 - SsLor-ed IHCesLirt: 

jS^x*tZt: jx.£rot*t JT 7^0 







4^. St. John’s Church 

A wooden chnrdj, built by Vytautas the Great and Jogaila, stood here 
in the year ij8y. After fire in 1419 restored in Gothic style about 1427 
Present facade rebuilt in late Baroque style after fire in 1737 





4Z- Altars in St. John’s Churdh. 

JR-ehuilt in Saroijtte style ctfier fires xysy a.nd iy^8 






48, Interior of Dominican Churdi 
First Dominican Church •was built between 14^2-1^06. After fires 16 zo 
and 16 restored i6j^- 1688, Again destroyed by fire in iyS 7 ' 
this fire restoration lasted until j 






45^* II>omirxicarj. CZHiuarcii 
from yilt^tr $*p*xafc!t.rds 




5<=>- SsLsilisLrt 

F of st:yZ* 






5 1 . St, Catherine Church 

Erected 16^8 hy Jonas Feliks as PacaSy finished 1743 hy architect Jonas 
Kris tup as Gliauhicas 








52 . Missionary Church 

Special Lithnanian Baroque style Erected 16^8 by TeofiUus Plateris, 
finished lyfj 






5" 3 - SLcrross jRoofs 







3? -=|- - CZ>1<J X— 







5 5- A romantic Nook in the Old City 






The Cathedral 

T he first cathedral nvas built i jSj by Grand Duke Jogaila. A fier fire 
14 rp rebuilt by Vytautas the Great. Again destroyed by fire and vuar 
^53*^* 1610, j6$$.ln the year 1777 modernized in Classic style by the 
architect Laurynas Stuoka-Gucevicius under the patronage of Prince 
Ignas Masalskis. Sculptures by Italian master Righi. On the roof St. Sta- 
nislaus, St. Helena and St. Casimir by Prof. Sulcas 




5 7- Beil -Tower of tlie CarHedral 

of% the oldi Gra-n-ti Z^sufze*s catstle 





5* S- - HCslII 

x-p'-pry/^ 







59- University, Observatory Yard. 

Built i6th century. Renovated -lyS - ry88 by Prof. Knakfu-sas 




Governor’s Mansion 

Court Fizgade* Built ahout iS^8. Architect Stasov, Petershurg 








^ . C^-o'v^GX'irxosr* s ZvjtsLTTLsion. 

jFd[ ore^s& of £:hfcr KO^o^^r-Jt <3r 





THe Reformers* CHordb. 

x8jo jS hy F*rof. JRcni€:jK£t.sirzs^i 




^3- A I^«ejp tbrougH trine CeintTLiriess 




